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like Syria and Palestine for his scrupulous regulation of the
principles of finance and commercial dealing.

Hammurabi died after a reign of 42 years, and was succeeded
by his son Samsu^iluna, concerning whom a few facts are
known. He suppressed rebellions of various old Sumerian
states in the south, but was unable to prevent the foundation
of a new independent dynasty on the shores of the Persian
Gulf. Thus there came into being the line of princes known
as the i Dynasty of the Sealand', which continued to defy the
lords of Babylonia and Assyria for the next thousand years.
In the time of the eleventh and last monarch of Hammurabi's
dynasty, Babylon was stormed and sacked by the fierce Khatti
or Hittite mountaineers from Anatolia, and when they with-
drew, leaving the city in ruins, the vacant throne was appro-
priated by a Kassite king whose successors were to rule there
for six hundred years.

The Kassites were an entirely alien people whose sojourn
in Iraq is an obscure period in the country's history. They
were Indo-Iranians, and part of a westward migration which
was already bringing about the colonization of Iran. The list
of Kassite kings who ruled over southern Iraq is hardly more
than names, and it may not be entirely due to the paucity of
written records of the period that this is so. There is evidence
to suggest that very little did, in fact, happen during their
reigns, and we may therefore infer that their administration
was strong and reasonably efficient.* Some of their contacts
with neighbouring states are interesting. A king called Agum
II, for instance, fought with the Hittites of Anatolia, and
triumphantly returned with the statues of the Babylonian
gods, which had presumably been carried off during a previous
war, Agum III temporarily displaced the Sealanders from
their dominion in the south. But most important of all was
the first appearance in the middle of the Kassite period of a
new state called Mitanni on the north-west frontier of Iraq.

-The Mitannians also were a product of the Indo-Iranian
migration, and amongst the gods they worshipped were at least
three Indian deities. Originally an offshoot of the Hurrians,
a formidable people who had come to live in the mountains

* Mr Sidney Smith says: c It may be that excavations on the site
of the town which later became their capital, Dur ELurigalzu (Aqar Quf),
would reveal some part of their story.' This possibility is at the
moment being considered by the Iraq Directorate of Antiquities.